Frequently Avoided Questions

(ask early, ask often)

According to the U.N. Charter, countries may use force only to repel a direct armed attack. Since Iraq never attacked us or even threatened to, doesn’t that make the war illegal?

How is the U.S. fulfilling its obligations as an occupying power in Iraq under the Geneva Conventions?

President Bush, through his use of signing statements, has claimed the right to disobey over 750 laws. Will you continue this practice or abolish it, and why?

In your opinion, why has the Democratic-controlled Congress failed to end the war in Iraq?

Prior to the invasion of Iraq, millions of people at home and abroad were aware that the Bush administration was lying to us. Why were you, as a senator, not aware of this?

What’s your plan for ridding the world, including the United States, of the scourge of nuclear weapons?

You’ve said that “Nothing is off the table” with regard to Iran. Under what circumstances would you consider using nuclear weapons?
Of the 25 richest countries in the world, the United States has the greatest inequality of wealth: the rich have gotten richer while the poor and middle class have gotten poorer. What are the key steps toward rectifying this situation?
Do you believe war criminals should be brought to justice, and if so, does that include U.S. officials who violate international law?

Do you believe President Bush when he says the United States doesn’t practice torture?

According to every poll that’s been made public, a majority of Iraqis believe the occupation of their country is doing more harm than good, and they favor an immediate military pullout. Shouldn’t their wishes be respected?

What consequences do you see for rest of the Middle East if the United States attacks Iran?
Neither the International Atomic Energy Agency nor the CIA claims to have any evidence of a nuclear weapons program in Iran. Are we being lied into another war?

Are you willing to promise that, as President of the United States, you will actively support all democratically elected goverments, such as that of President Hugo Chavez in Venezuela?

According to the CIA World Factbook, the infant mortality rate in the U.S. is higher than that in Cuba. What will it take to catch up to our southern neighbor in this important category?

What sort of actions would justify the impeachment of a president? Please give us a few examples.
Who are your top five corporate contributors?

As one solution to its recruitment problem, the military has been granting more so-called “moral waivers” to recruits with criminal records. Do you endorse this policy or would you change it?
How would you ensure that the Iraqi people are the prime beneficiaries of the proceeds from Iraqi oil, rather than U.S. and British corporations?

Do you see any connection between the subprime mortgage crisis and the policy of deregulation that’s been carried out since the Reagan administration?
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